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The Bilingual Mice
--- a fable by Antonine Maillet

https://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/antonine-maillet-new-brunswick-an-example-to-canada

• Once upon a time, a mother mouse encouraged her children to leave 
home and face the wide world before them. The children ventured 
forth, came across a menacing cat, and scurried back home. 

• The next day, the mother mouse persuaded her children to go out 
again. This time, she went with them. They came across the same 
menacing cat but this time, the mother mouse barked at the cat. 
Startled, the frightened cat ran away. 

• Said the mother mouse to her children, "TThat's the advantage of 
being bilingual!"
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(WorldAtlas) https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/most-
multilingual-countries-in-the-world.html

• 1. Russia (24 official languages across all 
republics)

• 2. India (23 official languages)
• 3. Zimbabwe (16 official languages)
• 4. South Africa (11 official languages)
• 5. Serbia (7 official languages)
• 6. Switzerland (4 national languages)
• 7. The Netherlands (4 official languages)
• 8. Moldova (4 official languages)
• 9. Singapore (4 official languages)
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• The majority of states where English is an official 
language are former territories of the British Empire.

• English is the sole official language of the 
Commonwealth of Nations and the Association of 
Southeast Asian (ASEAN). 

• English is one of the official languages of the United 
Nations, the European Union, Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, Caribbean Community, Union of South 
American Nations, and many other international 
organizations.

• There are six official languages of the UN. These are Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish.
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• In the 19th century without prompting by federal authorities
• World War I – English Only restrictions were used to harass unpopular 

minorities
• Post WWI - Bilingualism became associated with inferior intelligence 

and lack of patriotism. By the 1930s, American ideology was firmly 
monolingual.

• In 1968 the U.S., with Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, or, informally, the Bilingual Education Act, Congress 
first mandated bilingual education in order to give immigrants access to 
education in their "first" language. 

• A 1974 U.S. Supreme Court ruling, Lau v. Nichols, gave further 
momentum to bilingual education.

• Over the past three decades the U.S. Department of Education has 
poured billions of dollars into bilingual education, mainly the transition 
variety designed to replace the languages of minority children with 
English.
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• Transitional program 
– Subject instruction is conducted in a child’s L1
– No more than three years
– Transit to English-only (submersion ) ASAP

• Dual language program 
– Native and non-native English speakers/students 

become bilingual and biliterate
– Students’ L1 is used for higher order language skills
– Specially trained bilingual teachers teach subjects in 

L2, ask questions in the students’ L1, answer in L2
– Late exit 
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– the characteristics of Canadian society as being an 
‘ethnic mosaic’

– French and British Canadians are unequally 
distributed across the country

– There are approximately 78 different indigenous 
cultural groups in Canada

– In the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom 
(1982), states that public education will be 
available in all provinces in both official languages 
( ), where numbers warrant.
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• Immersion ( ) Bilingual Education
– Has been implemented since 1965
– Students become bilingual and biliterate (additive 

bilingualism)
– A carefully planned program that goes far beyond simply 

instructing students through a second language
– Total immersion 

• usually commences with 100 % immersion in L2, after two or three 
years reducing to 80% per week for the following three or four 
years, finishing junior schooling with approximately 50% 
immersion in French per week.

– Partial immersion
• provides close to 50% immersion in L2 throughout infant and 

junior schooling.
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Stages of L2 acquisition
• Pre-production

– Up to 6 months of silent period
– 500 receptive words

• Early Production
– Approx. 6 months
– Answer simple questions
– 1000 receptive words

• Speech Emergence
– Approx. 1 year
– Use simple phrases and sentence patterns
– 3000 active words

• Intermediate Fluency
– Approx. 1 year
– Complex sentences patters in speech and writing
– 6000 active words

• Advanced Fluency
– 4-10 years
– Know most content area vocabulary
– Near native

17

Jim Cummins’ Framework
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• About 300,000 Canadian students currently participate in immersion 
programs. This represents about 6% of the national school population.

• Students acquire good receptive skills (listening and reading) in French but 
their productive skills (speaking and writing) are limited with respect to 
grammatical accuracy and range of vocabulary;

• Teaching through L2 entails no adverse effects on L1 literacy development;
• In early immersion programs, students are able to develop decoding skills 

in French despite the fact that their French proficiency in the early grades is 
very limited;

• A large majority of students spontaneously develop English decoding skills 
in Grades 1 and 2 with no formal instruction in English reading;

• Immersion appears appropriate for a wide variety of students—not just an 
academic elite. Students with special needs as well as those who speak a 
language other than English or French at home can succeed in immersion 
programs.
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. 
In: Garcia O., Lin A., May S. (eds) Bilingual and Multilingual Education. Encyclopedia of Language 

and Education (3rd ed.). Springer, Cham
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• In countries where CLIL is offered in several European 
languages (as in France, for example) the vast majority of 
students choose the CLIL programs in English

• The dominance of English in CLIL programs also means 
that other European languages are less frequently offered 
and that minority migrant languages have even less 
chances again of being included in CLIL provision.

• BE ends up being perceived as a privilege and as a sign of 
social distinction.

• Choosing the bilingual stream in a regular school is 
considered as offering one’s child not only better 
educational opportunities but mainly a superior learning 
environment among high achieving peers.
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According to the European Commission 
( ), bilingual education is meant to

• build intercultural knowledge and understanding, 
• develop intercultural communication skills, 
• improve language competence and oral communication 

skills, 
• develop multilingual interests and attitudes, 
• provide opportunities to study content through different 

perspectives
• allow learners more contact with the target language 

without requiring extra teaching time
• complement core content knowledge rather than 

compete with it, 
• increase learners’ motivation and confidence in both 

languages and subjects being taught.
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https://futureparenting.cwgv.com.tw/family/content/index/16084
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SIOP
(Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol)
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•

• (McIntyre, Kyle, et al, 2010)
(IDEA Language Proficiency Tests)
(Short, Fidelman, & Louguit, 2012)

• (Carnegie Corporation of New York) 
(Rockefeller Foundation) 2003 2007

60
• SIOP Model
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