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Introduction:Before we memorize any rocks and minerals, we need to learn how to des | 2 @%E St
cribe them. To describe the rocks and minerals, we can look at some of their propertie
s, such as color, texture, luster and hardness.
Vocabularies: 2 | YA
1. Observe (v.)
2. Properties
3. Color
4, Texture
5. Luster
6. Hardness
. Properties (F71%) are traits that tell you something about an object. Properties t | 6 | JFEyr
hat help geologists identify a mineral in a rock are color, texture, luster, hardness, etc.
o Color: For example, shale (&) can be dark gray or black. Azurite is bright b
lue.
o Texture describes the way an object feels. Some rocks have a rough texture, an
d they are really bumpy. Some rocks have a smooth texture.
o Luster describes how a rock or mineral reflects light. Some rocks don't reflect a
lot of light. Some rocks are metallic and shiny.
[ )
o Hardness: Diamond is the hardest mineral. Talc (7&43) is the softest mineral.
Practices: (Students raise thei 10 RERE X
r hands and answer) @ 1THEFR

Texture

Question:
What is the texture of these r

ocks? Smooth ? Rough ?

Answer: Smooth.

Question:
What is the luster of this min
eral?

Luster

AIISWCI" Tt is reflective Reflective ? Non-reflective ?

Question: ——
What is the color of this roc
k?

Red

Answer:




The color of this rock is red.

Question:
Is this mineral hard or soft?

Hardness

Answer:

S , Hard ? Soft ?
This mineral is hard.

Please select or fill in the correct answer:
1. This rock is ma
de of many kinds of mi

nerals.

) Tts COIOI'S are re 1. This rock is made of-{fenekind-of mineral}).
d an d black (many kinds of minerals).

3. Luster of this r
ock is non-reflective.

4, but it is a little
bit shiny because only

2.ltscolorsare __red and _black .

3. Luster of this rock is ( non-reflective ).

some of the minerals i e tienibiy:

n this rock are shiny. 4. s it shiny at all?

Please connect the box This rock is yellow, This rock is grey, This rock is shiny,

es tO the rOCk and mine rough, dull and soft. rough, dull and soft. reflective and hard.

ral they each describe.
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